Matthew 28: 1-7

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went
to look at the tomb.

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of

the Lord came down from heaven and, going to

the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were
white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him
that they shook and became like dead men.

The angel said to the women,

Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking
for JBSU‘S, who was crucified. He is not here; he
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples:
‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead

of you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now |
have told you.
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Jesus had told his closest friends that soon He would die but that on the third day He would be alive again.
They did not remember Jesus’ words. But the time came for Jesus’ words to come true.



On Sunday, Jesus sent two disciples into a little village. “You will find a donkey which no one has ever
ridden. Bring the donkey tome,” Jesus said. “If someone asks what you are doing, say ‘The Lord needs the
donkey!” The disciples obeyed Jesus and brought the donkey to Him.
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t on the little donkey and together with His friends He headed toward the city of Jerusa
d.

Crowds of people stood along the side of the roa
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On Monday, Jesus went into the temple in Jerusalem. He became very angry because the crowds of
people were buying and selling animals—the people were not worshipping God.



So Jesus turned over their tables and made the buyers and sellers leave the temple.
The religious leaders were upset with Jesus.






“This is my body,” He said, “which will be broken.” Then Jesus took the cup of wine, prayed, and gave
some to His friends. “This is my blood,” he said. “I am giving you a new commandment: Love one
another so that everyone will know you are my disciples.”
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After the Passover meal, Jesus and His friends went into a nearby garden. “Stay here and pray,” Jesus
said. “Please stay awake and pray for Me.” Jesus walked further into the garden, knelt on the ground,
and began to pray. “Father, | am willing to do what You want,” Jesus said.



Soon a group of people and soldiers came through the garden carrying torches. Judas, one of Jesus’
closest friends, was leading the way. The religious leaders gave him thirty pieces of silver to take them
to Jesus. The soldiers arrested Jesus.



The soldiers and religious leaders took Jesus to Pontius Pilate, a governor and a judge. Many people
lied to the judge about things Jesus had said and done. “I find no wrong in this man. Let Jesus go,”
said Pilate. But the crowd insisted that Jesus be crucified. Even though Pilate did not agree, he listened
to the crowd.



Jesus was silent as the soldiers took Him away. They put a crown made of thorns on Jesus’ head.

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. Jesus was heard praying, “Father, forgive them.” Even though it

was daytime, the skies grew dark for three hours. Jesus said in a loud voice, “It is finished!”
and then He died.
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Friends of Jesus placed His body in a tomb. A large stone was rolled in front of the entrance. Soldiers
guarded the tomb so that no one would take Jesus’ body.



On Sunday morning, two women both named Mary came to the tomb. They found the stone rolled
away from the entrance. An angel sitting on the stone said, “Jesus is not here! He is alivel Go quickly

and tell His friends!” The women ran back to the others!

“Jesus is alive! He is risen!” shouted the women. The friends did not believe the women! Peter, one of
Jesus’ closest friends, ran to the tomb. He looked inside and found only the cloths that had wrapped

Jesus’ body!



Later that day, Jesus joined two of his friends while they walked along the road to a little village.
Then, Jesus visited the disciples in Jerusalem. He showed them his nail-scarred hands and feet! It was
tfrue—Jesus was alive!



